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of the intelligence service in modern war was brought
out on this occasion in a most vivid manner.*
the riget-flaot: march or the first
The Army Order quoted below and issued at 11 p.m.
on the 5th September from headquarters at Bebais?
behind the front of the, until now, offensive wing
of the First Army, was based on the belief that there
was as yet no great danger threatening the right flank,
and that a march back to cover it could be carried out
without interruption. In any case, some big move
would have to be made without delay to meet the
situation. The Order ran as follows:
" 1. When the First Army, in conjunction with the
Second Army, has forced back the British and French
opposed to it to the Seine, both Armies are ordered by
the Supreme Command to remain facing the eastern
front of Paris, and to act offensively against any enemy
operations from Paris: the First Army between the
Oise and the Maine, the Second Army between the
Marne and the Seine. Air reports state that strong
enemy forces are in retreat on Tournan and Kozoy,
as well as from Courtacon towards Proving, and from
Esternay towards Nognet-sur-Seine.
" 2. The First Army, in order to fulfil this fresh task,
will begin its march to face right as follows:
" The II. Corps will march in two columns by Trilport
to Qermigny, and by Pierre Levee and Monteaux to
* The complete failure of the German Intelligence Department,
under Major Nikolai, has been frequently referred to in the German
press (vide EL Binder's " Was wir als Kriegsberichtserstatter nicht
sagen durften "), but Yon Klnck might at least have kept in touch
with the 61st and 62nd Reserve Divisions who retired before his
left flank.

